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VOID will be the leading fanzine in the drive against bheer-
drinking fans! For years If'andom has been loused up by the guys who
Puv on exibitions of drunkedness at conventionsg, If every fan who
was a true fan started drinking chola all the time persons in a
con hotel would get a much better opinion of science fiction and it's
following. So why don't all you fans start picking up cases of soft
drinks at the corner drugstore? kKeform!! Don't let people think
that fandom i1s just a bunch of drunken slobs,

Thish is larger than the sccond by several pages and I hopo
you valnk it's got better material. Tho checklist of GALAAY didn't
go over a-tall, so the sgpace will be taken up from now on with more”
worthy stufl, Spcaking of material, herc's a plea for scme, with
riere pages VOID naturally nceds more stuff to fill thom up with.

So if you thinit you can write, send it to me, Of course, I cain't
promise to uvce 1t, but I'll look it over carefully, and if it's not
acceptiable I'll roturn it, Failr enough?

fingt Lssue I stated that "From what I've heard,...walter Ern-
3ting has pulled some pretty shady deals." Well, hc hasn't. ly
fannish hicad is bowed in shame. Sece ann Stecul's letter as to what
rcally went on, I'm sorry Walt, but I aopc this clcars it up.

As you can probatly see by the leiter column, German fandon,
or Gerfandom, take your pick, i1s taking form, The S- Club Deutsch-
land has been founded by walt Ernsting, a fanmag in the German
lenguage named AWDROMEDA will be out in October, and a con will pro-
bably be held next summer, within a yeir or so I bet Gerfandom will
come into it'!s own. We'll be pretty strong in about a year or so,
maybe even bigger and stronger than Belgium fandom (down, Jan!).
We'lll mass our forces and overrun the fortifications of Antwerp,
whip up through ilolland for a few people, and crush the rrench with
one sweep, Then ws will be united and :an truly be called Continental
fandom, Right? Bester keep your powder dry, Jansen,

A few days ago, after a letter fron walt trnsting (him again?)
arrived telling us of a nearby fan, w. decided to visit him. I got
a set of directions that did no good irom a guy that worked in the
Sncalt Bar and promptly got lost. I care back, got Jim to go with me,
and set out again. We found the way ard had a very e¢njoyable time
talking to Heinz muller, a neo-fan. iie lives near the shopping
center of Giossen, and we'll probably nee nim often.

Hope you don't mind the cramming e did to get everything in
that we wero supposed to, but it had t: be done. How do you like the
yallcr puper, by the way? Ooops, no more room., Sec ya!,

J‘ A8 ?
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IN SOME RUESPECTS ! = ——
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Jan Jansgen T B C T

I could kick myself for boelng so dwnb, I ought to have laowmn bebe
ver than to zay yes to & request {rom Grog to enawer an article I had-
n't seen yot. Ffrom the letter I had gatnered thut Joe wea goliing ifua at
us pocr Twerps (Twerps with a capital T pPleaso note., Lo not imguly us!)
and ouxr attempts at collecting a handful of fans togother, ago that T
was suprised, to zay the least, to rind that the greator part of Joo'a
articlo was a blurb for the Gormans. wWas 1 supposcd bto damy thow now in
order to comoly to that promise? That would have been alright in 1945 I
expect, but this is A.v. 1955, things have changed somewnat....

In fact, about the only thing I can say is that Joc's sugpesilons
are o Lit late in coming. Fandom (dnglo Saxton variety! is axiecody on
the movo over herc, oven if i1t haa not developod such an achivity as
fandom has done abroad. with lots of chocking thougn, I think we can
say that on a percentage basis the number of fans in Contincntsl Europe
camparca qulte favorably with that in the US and Great Britian, 2nd
considoring the fact that English is a forelgn language to us, 1t is
even more suprising that so many havo contacted anglo-Saxton Ifandom,
But, even those urc first and foremost scionco fiction readers, rathor
than fane in tho accepted meaning applied to the word in fanzinca,

Most fons that have turned up ar¢ people who rcad scioncc fiction,
and have turned to fhglisgh and amorican magazines and books to fulfil
their creving for the stuff, The groator part wore cr» have vecn in con-
tact with U3 or Un fans, mainly in view of the zcarcity of naterial
here, and several had obtalned fanziaes, Then why didn't fandom get
startea there and then?

Porsonally I think the maln trouble lles in the fact thnot tio fun-
zines that drift across are usually tae woxrst. The supplisr, unless
himself a faned, passes only the mags he doesn't weal to keep. “he fice
tion is usuelly horrid, the fan article notv understcod tiirouvpl .acl: of
knowledge, and the art not werth looking at. This is of course from tac
point of viow of a chad whoee main idea 1s receiving scienco fiction.

I said there, unless himself a faned...One would imagine thabt the
faned woulcd send his own mag. Yet I had been corresponding withh onz for
nearly two ycears end did not receive his mag, because, as he laler ex-
plainoed:",..quite frankly, I thought it was a bit too esotoric...® Us
to that tlme of course, in keeping with the traditional huni for scien-
ce fiction, letters had restricted themselves solely to arranging pay-
ment/trades in order to get more s8f. waite franlzly also, the fanziae
was rather csoteric, but even now after so many have Passcc througi

my mallbox, it's still the best issue of any fanzlne I've cver read.

From what I have gathered from those fans I have contacted in



Furope, thec same awvplies. They wore/are in the first placo interoested
in cbtaining, and possibly oven discussing, sclence fiction, and not-
hing but - their letters referred to nothing clse, and the knglish or
US fan kecpt his replies to the samo subjects,. ften enough it lsn't
even realized that thers 1a a whole 'organization' (?) of sclence fic-
tion readers in oxisience, Not that everyone would jump at the chance
of gotting himself tangled uo irn fandom. Heavens no. I still have some
forty eddresses of poople who read sf, somo of which Laws corresponded
with “szns sbroad, but they don't pay any zttention to coploes of Alpha,
mentions of clubs, or libraries. They rcad sclence fiction, They exist
in the States and in England, so I guess it's quite 0K for us to have
them as a majorlity too.

In France this section is now being catered for through a pro-
fessional publication: Cellules Grises, published as the club organ of
the Mystere-fiction club, erccted by the publisher of the two maga=-
czineg, It is no% only catering to sf fans though, as it also keeps
mystery and deiective fans in it's organization. from this may spring
a more informal fandom, onze the various local chapters that arc being
formed get tho bright idea of having a mag of their own. Undoubtedly
they too wil). evolve away from the amatcur fiction, and vse more per=
sonal material. Though thers cre rumors that thore have been some
fanzines publishod in 3wsden, I haven't secn thom so far, not that I
can understand the language, but somebody in tho ofiice could possibly
have told me what they werc all aboub. rresumably they confine them-
selves to serlous discussions of sclence fictien, reviews and an
occasional amatenr fichtion viece, without any of tihc infcrmallty which
makes Anglo-Saxon wortih the trouble.

Amongst the regular Alpha readers hore in Belgium and in Nolland-
though they enjoy the material tha®t is published-voices still rise up
for more book reviews, morec serious dlscussion and less of this
genseloss, idiotic childrens bickering. I know qulte a few people who
cain't read English. yebt have a similar liking to sf stories, Now they
have alzs have that fannish spirit of infommality, that capability to
think up the weirdest schemcs possible und onjoy their daydreaming -
but thoy'll never be able to exoress themselves, becausc they just
don't dig Englich, and it?ll take ycawa for anything likc prcount day
fandom to hit Belgium in fl.cmicsh {Nven if Memish seems to Do hitting
Anglo-Saxon fandom OK). Cutsldoc of Anglo-:Saxon herritory Germany,
Inlland, Fraaco; Swoden, <iely. and Spain have oil had, ox abtill have
their prozincs. tus fandom is strangely ehazent, Fandom in tho way Joe
Gibson evidently meant it to be. A fancdom that could compare in
activities (nct necessarily in smount) with U3 and UK. uLocal clubs
will (end have) boen formed hero and thore, usually just a fow people
chatting to cach othor abeout their favorite reading materlal, but
that's as far as it will go.

Soonex» or labter fandom as it 13 now night come true in Europe,
on a large scale, and in each scPerabo cowntry in it's orm language,
but I perscnally think that there sinply aren't suflficicent people
that read science fiction and have thabt nceded mentality that will
allow such to come aboui,

Though of course, in inglish fandom is quito awako here., It will
grow, though not all that much, as years go by, wherc once wo had
only five or six peopio with an interest in Alpvha, we now count about
thirty. Most however, and I stress this DPoint again, do not cure for
the 'ridiculous and juvenile trash' Alpha publishes regularly. The
ridiculous being anything about fans that has cvidenily bocn aragged
by its hair, the humorous approach to story writing, the imaginary



reporting of events. In skort they're sercofans. lhey naven't Lo
faintest idea of what trouble it takes publishing a fanzine, for aa
they have it..."it would look so much better if it were printed...'

T could bring up the Twerpcon as the best proof that as far as an
Anglo-Saxon variety of fandom is conccrned, we're doing O, but before
wmentioning thiat, one suggestion of Joe's still bothers me. iow much
jatluence can an American lad have on a fandom that would/should use.
German as its language, whoen sald American dooan't speak, read or write
German?

The Twerpcon was an 'idee fixe' in Antwerp. After the legpulling
of last ysar, it was only reasonable that we'd try to organize a real
conventicn locally. To be true to Lfannish ideals, however,which stress
originality in each and evory casc, We couldn't bring oursclves to
i:5.tate a convention as held in ingland or in the states. No, we had
tho bright idea! we abollsied the convention, and kept the all-nignt
rarty. After oll, pick up any report on any convention and sco just
what reporsing fans enjoyed mostly. The night partics, tie informal
get-togouhcrs, And as we wWere intending to enjoy oursclveS........

S0 instead of having an afternoon session witi gpeeches, film
shows, Giscussions and auctions, we stayed home, or helped decorate
the »lace. The ‘event' was to start off at cight tki, and we just hoped
that pecrle would keep their promises and would show up.

iWhat actually suprised us most is that we did have a representa-
tive over from ingland, koor Ron, naving been so closely tied up with
Alpha, couldn't resist the temptation to come and have a look, and the
promisc of a bed for a couple of days was onough to encourage him to
undertake the trip. Ron arrived hero rfriday at lunch timo, after naving
t1ifted’ to Dover, and again from Ostend to Antwerp. Dave not beling
ablo to come t'riday over to my place, as hne¢ was decorating the consite
with the hely of Harry and Jean, LKon and aysclf spent tho cvening at
a jazz-record dealer, and alfterwards getting out a first installmcnt
of a one-shot. Somc unfortunate readers may have had it inflicted uvpon
them,...I agreed with the idca that we ought not to tell Dave, and
spring it on him as a suprisc tarougnh OLrA, mainly bcecause it gavse hon
a chancc to pull off the same deal waon o went over to vave's placc
in ordcr to 'suprisc'! me. Poor guy!

Saturday afternoon I took Ron ovoer on the scooter ) o Maus g s TR
placco, to help out with the final decorating, taking some hotoler
prints and othor fanzine covers witih me. rlcaseo note: fanzinc covars,
prozinos were not to deccoratc the walls., It was my first Took at tiae
consitc. Jean lives out of Antwerp, in a suburb collod zdegom, and wac
housc boostecd an attic whoerc Joan vents his artistic talents. 1t hacd
becn suitably furnishcd for tine occasion, cvon to the gofa buing
placcd in a corncr of thou room, It was ratacr a flemish do - 1T wuas
plainly visiblo that it was indeod an attic, with raftcras snowia? up,
and it rumindod mc of tho picturos we sec of old inns. bchind thu
countor worc tho inovitablc bottles of bcor®, a couplo of bottlcs ol
wino, and a stack of sandwichcs for poor hungry follows likc no,

Most of thc raftors, and the groater part of the walls, woire soon
covered with covers - Al ha of course being in the majority. The tape-
recorder stood in a corner well away from the sofa (mustn't disturd
reating fans) with wireless and pickup for mugic ac needed. The var!
was rather shaky and certainly not strons enough to support any driniks,
which pointed to the fact that we were going to stay relatively sober,
Or at least had good intentions in that direction, we all left for

“What, no chola???!



our respective hcmos to have supper, Kon Lennett goilng to Dave'u place,
We viors to meet at elpht et Jean's place, the itimo heing strossed so
that oltiier Dave o» myself would be on hend to grest anyenc who didn'é
¥now Jean, '

Ac Lt alueya turne oub~l proceded Davo: ven then belng ten minue

tos loto, I euriul 1lr Wa.8 utoasununv swrised to find Nic Ocsterbsan
there accorpentiod t g hJ wife, uobalxv ﬁ“kpuu ed teoo, as after a pro-
migo made ebout ctr; i menths azo I'd heard no mere from him on the
subjoct ‘of vloivlar we. sbseat From Folland were Wim Struyelk: mo.“,
Tevn van lﬂer:i*l“ 38 ir tho .amily; Boni dhaco, stil) moviag froo place
to pilaco, ard we gblll arentti cextaln of hle =Qdu“ss at tho noment. Nig
pointed out thie fach that ITko hnad ur“ouucod tho plans Tor en artificlal
patollito » bub fhougn IL'd hoard somcihing, vory vepuely, avbout it this
was tho firat tlwo 1o nows really atuck. Anmray Lt was o nico gesture
on behelf of tho :rresident %o awmounco Htho sdvorbt of artlificlal satells-
1tes. It sort of puh our ‘sonventlon In Llle NoWE. .5

JUnu bolore leaving houe fL'¢ received a Seilogrem from Joy Gooduin
and Vin/ Clazizo wlebhdng us £dd Gho Lest foxr tho TwO"con, and caying
NYERE SATELLI0E FY MOSHING NIW3Y, FEvon at such an camthshaking
occasicry fans will jhan,

Jown Sheor was buay in Tho ga:den rataring the lavm and tne flowers,
when Sranl: <ran Datien. annthe?» locnl fen soevived. It was neariy btwenty

peat olgut by “his tims. wid wo u'~*aou te ge upstalrs and awall the
rest of the faus shoere. Walk a’b the time soncentrated m“.“my on the
satellice, with rmo runring Se wad fro the window Jnst in case some of
the Br"'ralq fane shewod wp, Jdust as well & 294, an I noticed a bulloon
floating pasi, and was onl; 1u"‘ in timo downstairs to catch Maurice
Delplaco 28 ho dplfizd Ly, Evideatly hs conldattiqulte Place such a
respoetaLle nmine ay o ondnua, naur1co had brought some bcoks along
for me, hut Jk"“ aocm H0 heve boun misiald. scucting dnr”- tho ovening

as thoy aven <t furned ap yeia;.

dom ad fouwmd umit tor, X dent't know how he meanaged to croud them
all in, but e oughu Havaey end Diene res QO6, Ron Bennovt and Moni-
que 3%eel, an wul+ et hls wive Yveonno, Deesssad up (?) in cne ol thouse
flaning smerdienn sporishirds, equipped with aupgun and Yargo Shatien
mage hs lodked: the pambt of & sager nooafen o' fourteen, Invroductions
all »oundé, &Dbing away ab oud things with one anoither, and trying to
koep chead of wazt won z21¢ by the pewsnca BOXOHS tho room, occupied

e

Dave the acicbocral arnived in his car, and agaln angloedazon fan-
o !
t

about o nalf nonvg whon ou Yreasurer, ané fox Lliv occasion, our bar-
tendar, laowy AQOCOL dacided it nisgh hime Lo oifﬂb-axﬁj op“n the con-
vention with o Ydavink cr: the houge’, Uhat 1z surely a magnificent

2

goestura whlsch mest fans wonld llle Lo ses inaugreted av every. conven-

Bottena wp te ihe serneral best wishes foir thoe success of fendom
(and sciense flctica by tho way) on tho Coatinent, and the actual con-
vention wau sv““OScd Lo atart. With wihat thouvpgh? Wde'd takon dovm two
playa cn a talo, bub declidad it was as yebt too carly to start on thease,
So instead wie htd gorin canned music fireow Lave'!a recordcer, ané kkept on
gabbing away. Un what?,..well, I remembor there was some occasional
menticn ol seclense fletion, mainly through the efriorts of one Mavrice
who ker% havking dack o the doint tlat this was after aill a gelence
ficticn conventloan, I wslloed non'"vW“y around with a bundle of fanzlnes
bearing the wendorous nwuo of "MIN', whish had Loen sent to me by the
most opuwrj stihe fan in the world, one BLlL Gexlien, ile'd sent ms 25
coples in thoe hope that I cculd ,cq eid ol then at tho conventvien and
thus moke hip nome meowm, ead bring cash into hiyg pocket. well, £ did
sell slx, and L think thore!il be ;uqt enough ensnt Lo Nostpey the reo-



malinder back TO T.aolr rightiul OWNnolr'ssee..

Hon Bennoett took time off now and again to scritble down notes in
his book, at the time collecting guotes from various attendees. Unfor-
tunately I wasn't allowed to see any ol them,though I recall him men-
tioning mo saying something silly about standing and lying down. de got
two pares of tnem by the end of the Iirst nour, alter wind.chh ne seemed
to get tired of it, the book finding a placo under toe counter, Bohinad
the bar Harry was busy shouting: Any more drinks wanted? Come and get
them.,. He always added that we'd have to pay though, without wniclh
gtatement I'm sure business would have Ilourished,

maurice took the floor, saying that he was extremely sorry he'd
forgotten a script one of tne othoer Brussels! fans had written especi-
ally for this convention. Apologics and sighs of disappointment fron
attendents and kaurice sitting down. Tnlk wont back and forti again,
overybody speaking to his nelgibor whilst trying to got in on wiat
others were saying as if afraid they were missing out, I was sitting
betwoen maurice and (i'm sorry and much ashamed to admit it having boen
over to Nic's place three times so far, but I've forgotten his wife'sy
name) Mrs. Oosterbaan, with Nic keoping a watchful eye on me Irom the
other side,

Nic was showing a copy of the latest Jutch sf translation, "Islands
in tho ¢ky" by A.C. Clarke, Once again done over in a Jjuvenile ocdition
which published three other sf titles last year, I'1ll have to read tihe
translation one of tnose days to compare with tho original. After all
Nic did that with a Look someone clse translatod once.....

About this thime I had my second glass of biaeer! Nearly an hour
and a half after thoe first one, S0 please, no ramarks,

There'd boon some dancing on and off whonever the gtuff taat Dave
had recorded on tapo permitted such, which wasn't too often, and as
some gloom s@éttled ovor ti:o mombers, wo ran off IN GOV's NAME; a siaort
play Dave and I had recorded on the tapo carlicr that week. Lt bore
gomc small resemblance to a Sam nartinez story in rfantastic, where it
was titled For ideaven's .sake, but in tho proccss of ovolving into a
play for *wo spcakers, plus the various local ingredients wc usced to ma-
ke it "snappy" it had lost most of it's original flavor, In order to
annoy Ron Bennott wo'd even donc the ta,¢ in Jflemish, and rion was half
listening to tho background music and nolscs (the lotter provided by

el my daughter) tae other half being attuncd to
X Y Davo trying to translatc the plot as the story
/ﬁE?T A\ movod on. carts of it, to be truthful draggcd
o w X a bit, but the acclaim and laughs othor parts
é&;::IQT‘ recelved made wp for thesc.

L7 A
#-7  Jan has insisted that Jean try souwe of his ro-

,“‘/ A
e
e 8
/ W
SN Y %" cords rather than morc of thosc tapes. That and

Moro dancing after this, though thoughtful

o ;ﬁ" "CW Si'F€ the wirvloss provided us at least with decent
ha/' § Chala You’ dance music. Kon Benneott was certainly enjoyin
L re : y ying
Drinking ¢ himself trying to get kionique involved in amor-

ous adventurcsd ‘but flashing lights from Nic's camcra soon put an end
to that. It having been mentioned that Nic was a professional editor
(of the almost forgotten: Planeet) she secmed to ioar photos of tiae
night's activities would find thomselves into print.

l1id night was nearly upon us and we had our socond tape ready for
pleying. This one was slightly more complicated. The greater part was



narrated by Dave, as a narrator describing epprox. how the club was
founded, but in the meanwhile Dave sand myseli were playing on stage

(at the end of the attic) saying an appropiate word here and therc.The
idea came from a short play we'd seen in wendigo, though here thore
weren't two words elike, The play had a wonderful success, mainly due
to it'3 being Iin EInglish, so that Ron did catch on this time and was
able to spread his enthusiasm for our thoughtfulness all over the pl-
ace, Lest I forget, some time before this plzy went on, a couple of
friends of Jean uad Milly dropped by ancd jolned in the fun, Though non-
fans {science-fictional fans that is) they certainly cnjoyed themselves,

Monique had to leave us there and then,..and with tears in our
oyes we bid the falr lady goodbye, IExcepting Ron of coursc, he manageod
to got in the car with Dave to take her home. Now of course when they
arrived thoy had a story all ready about how they lost their way and
that such was the reason for their hour-long absence, but woll....sho
does aftor all live in the samoe village as Jean.....

hore dancing, more talk, more bhecr...
More bheer, more talk, more dancing...

And the time fled past as if it was worried it'd never get there
otherwiso. In the small hours, Dave went walking round with hls recor-
der, interviewing the people present on their reactions to the evening,
and conventions as a whole. Nearly everybody present had thelr say, so-
me longer than others, but I think Maurice was best by saying: The
Twerpcon might have been better,..but it might glso have been much
worse,

This reflected muchly on his expecting a more or less regular con
with speeches on the wonderful thing science fiction is to mankind, and
things like that...and yet enjoying himself because of the friendly
atmosphers present, It was there,..much as it is in any small gathering
not necesasarily or fans, but of people who have come to know each other
to a certain extent, and talten in that spirit, the iwerpcon was the
greatest step towards that dreamy eyed Continental fandom some still
drean of, :

It was getting late however——and talk moved to the possibllities of
getting away from this spot, It is rather deserted that early in the
morning but tf'rank found his way about on the scooter he'd come with,
hon Bennett got a 1lift on the back of my scooter to my blace, and poor
Dave had to cram the Oosterbaan's in his car, taking them home for
some more quiet chatter awaiting their first for Den fagg in liolland.

I was last to leave with hon, excepting for Jean's friends, and Maurice
bravely headed his way toward the statlion, thore to shiver in the mor-
ning chill tim his train for Brussoels came in, Unknown to me, f'rank

was still circling the neighborhood however, and he picked up Maurice
and took him into town. Now I'm not sure what time the first train
goes, but I always thought it was at six, and haurice says he caught
one rigiht off for home. Or wouldn't he oxplain where he spent the last
two hours of that morning?

Nic stayed over at Dave's till about 5:30 when he and his wife
left to catch the train to Holiand. by that timc Ron Bennett and youra
truly were fast asleep....

Luclzy guys those that can sleep a hole in the day, but for some
reason or other I usually can't stay in bed too long, Even going in at
five in the morning didn't holp, and at nine o'clock I was browing
myself pots of coffee to quench that horrible thirst. Funny how one



forgets to montion thingsy, Saturday afternoon, when we wore over at

Jeain's place For the luat dencruting. Roa snd I Lad Lrtovns thirty post-
cards alcng wlill the neceasary sismps fo» peostege adbr: 4, The idea had
been itught of the Iriday ovening, and when Hon and i hit tovm, wo

gpent some time locking for sultable (l.e. cacap) posscards %o send on.
We found them easily onovgh, but mattera took 2 turn for the worse when
we found the seocondary 20 closed, Toddling off +5 the main PO a bit
further on, I rememzbered the »v” - ; ot Saturday alfternoon ~Sarhs can
only be ohbtained a cowle et a time, and not in Large quantlitvics.racoed
with the fact that wo needed thirty, plus asncther ten for kon's priva-
te mail, I told him to walt & bit furiher in the hall as I went to the
vinkot to enquire egbocut thom, Sorry, but ten was the nost tho chep
could give me. So I signalled to Hon, who joined the gueu and returned
a bit later srmed with another ten, That lefi us twenty shori, and I
was already oxplaining %o Ran thuat we could get scmo in various statie
onary stcrus whea the next~flat nelphbors passeod us. I called after
them, and explalning the siftuation, got them to go in and cach buy ten
more stunps. T.ca they como out the nan mentionod tho sworice of the
pPosiman at tho cmount of 2,50 fr gltamns being sold that afternoon. I
was temvted %o go in wlth the other threo, and cxplain the mavter, but
the thougat that I coae face to faco with the chad Practically overy

i

other dzy buried 1%, not wlithout semo proitest from the otners,

The cards were intondecd for all tho fommes, fanncs, or fanettes,
or whntevexr they arc celled, we could think of., I was supriscd that
therv wore that mony, end even as the cards had been wiitton more
camo to mind, Serry...[ pregsumc that some wellkaown fans must have
looked ruother strange when their wives rccoived a card saying Wisn
you wore hcere, signod by R"on, Dave, .arry and iayself, and datod from
tho Twerpcon,....

Two o'~lock, and still no aign of wmovement from Kon's room.iosa
nad gotten :p in the meuntime, and us we intendcd to visit the faiwrig
Schoten, I took one of tho records kon had bought at the jazz-shop and
bPlayed that full blagt, Somc atlrring was soon noticeuable, and beforo
tho record was halfway through a head raiscd itsclf from tae shooks
and a couplo of cyoes tried to makc out whcrc theo hoad was,.. it cor-
tainly was a good waking up motliod,

The ovening was spoent at the fair. Roport of which was made olso-
whero and then kon and I, accompanioed by Sonja went homo to borgoeriaout.
We'd borrowed an air-mattrass from my brother in law, so that 3onja
could sloop on that. Lut getting home we found that wo'd brokon tho
bag, We had moro fun thoso couplc of nours than wo'd had tho rest of
the day. Nelther of us droaming of just taking tho spout in our mouth
and thinking of Loulgs Armstrong, wu spont a couplo of hours trying
various methods to blow tao mattre:s up, and to rcpair tho bag normally
used to inflcto tho thing. Ron finally gavec up and went to sleep on a
half-blown-up mattress with tho rocsult that it saggod in tho wrong
Placecs, and proved very uncomfortable, Henee tho saying: You haven't
livod if you haven't slept on a woobly bod, As we wore roally or Joying
ourselvos we kept gabbing away for anothor hour or so, mainly talk a-
bout wobbly beds and wobbly roeoplae, during which time I wroto down
quotes connected with 1t in Ron's book, Unfortunatoly, thoy'ro not too
good when takon outside the spherc thoy were notced down in, a subtlo
LacK noticablc in most quotos and interlincations appcaring nowadays.
They wore so hilariously funny the cvoning bcofore, too.

Ron stayed over a couplo of days, lcaving for zngland vwodnosday
aftermoon, In betwecn he managod to visit Dave again, type out a ono-
shot at Davo's officc, have a try at tuking Moniquo to the pictures,

( continuod on pago 22 )
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Hollo thore, you goor Little poople, it's me agein, tut don't
Panic. After that fino con roport I thoupht you nveded scuicthing to
lowor your upirits, so horo I is again. mero fanmage this timo, as
usual, so I'd better shut up and loave some rcon for reviews ef such
fine fanmags us.....

PEON, Charles Lee Riddle, cditor. ».0. Box 611, Now London, Conn, 20¢,
6/%1,00, Irregular, four por year, mimeographod. This 1s tho soventh
annivorsary lssuo, and it also commemerates tho 25th annivorsary of
organized fandom, Poon is ono of tho stoady fanzincs that you can always
depond on for good material, This issue contains a very good story by
Harlen iElilgson, an autoblography by Rog thillipa, and tho wsual columns
which are gsome of tho bost in fandom, lan Macauloy?!s fanzinc roviows
aron't pregent thls timo, as ho had to work on tho AGACON, Also a vcry
funny Crodo fow Fentagsy writors by Bob Eloch, & dei'engc of PLANET STO-
RIES by Erik Fonnol, some fiction atout Conan by Deve Mason, a couglo

cf poems by sundry Poople, and anotior articlo about tho Hamiing-Asimove-
Bott feud, I object strongly to tho opinions proesentod by Heary Mosko-
witz in hig article, but tho discussion ls boing dropped, so I don't
think I'll arguo, Still, It's not fair to givo your sldo of tho argu-
mont and thon, whon tho oditor docidous to drop tho subjoct, get away
with no rotalitation., Muybo the huge fights of the 'thirtios scarcd
away ell tho guys who want to start fan fouda, I durno'., Vofinatoly
rocommondod, '

HYPEEN, Chuck Herrls, od. "Carolin" Lako Avo,, rainhaom, Bsscx,BEnglund,

. dlrrogular, mimoographed, This 1s considored tho fanzino amoung
fonnish circlos, Usually oditod by Chuck und wolt willig togothor,
thish Wal% has takon to tho tonnig courts and loft his poor partnor to
do all tho worlk, Novertholoss, it's a groat issue filleod with BNs's
and wondoriul materlal, Theore arov two roports of the goings on at
Kottcering, an account of John Borry's mooting with Chuck Harris, somc
0gg boating, and articlc by a bird brain, somu vory intorcsting lottors,
and a whole gang of interlineations all ovor tne place. I wonder what
SLANT, Walt's carlier zine, was liko? Probably just as good. Get this,

ALPHA, Jan Jongon, od. 229 Borchamlci Borgorhout, Swerp, Belgium,10¢,
6/60¢ , Bi-monthly, mimoographod. Sort of o confuscd issue, isn't it,
Jan? The Last Pago comos first, and tho Firss Pagoe 1a last. wWell, you
sald you wore going to pot your oditoral morc toward tho front, but
isr't this going a littlo too fur? And thore's no contcnta poge, citaor,
Oh well, on to the contonts, This ono is an all Continontal issuoc, the
first thing of this sort to be dono., The contonis are below the usual
ALIHA standard, but good nonothcless, Of gpociel iatorest to ¢ wags the
story by Ann Steul about the crazy mixcd up pcoyle in wotzlar, Cont-
rary to popular belief, it turned out that Ann wasn't onc of tho pooplo,
Thorc's en advance roport n the Twerpcon, and il it was as livoly as
that, I think I'll invent a timo machine in ordor to attoend. Wow! Thoe
Lib's Cornor way rather good thish, I thinl, becausc it wes simply
woll-writton. kuch Ado About Nothing was just that. The lettor column
in this zino is woll-balancod and vory cntertaining. Sconis to mo
Bolgium has o lowor rate of crudzinos than any othor country. Thero aro
( continuod on pugo 22 )
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At 8:15 in tho morning of “Wodnesdey, June 15, I stuffod a bunch of
Big Brothor Is uatching You cards into my shirt pocket and hurricd
downstairs to tho car., Wo worc going on a trip through Holland, Bolgium,
and Luxemborg, and I hoped to sco Jansen the Handsomo solgium fan whon
we stopped for the night in Antwerp., We climbed in, said goodbyo to
overybhody, and pullecd out the Tront gato as tho Gorman postman camo
strolling down the strcot. I told everybody that he might havo a lctter
from dan with hin ond we'd bottor walt until he reached the houso, So
we walted and were justly rewarded for our timo, The postman gave mo
a lotter which contained thc valuable information of Jan's phono number,
It was valuabloe becausc I had to call a certain place, and if I hadn't
gotten that letier this wouldn't -be written. Jan told me later that ho
had to run ofter the mail truck in order to get 1t to me in time.
Good thing ho can run, otherwisoc I'd ncver know how hansomo a fan he is,

Jim and I road old issues of AuLrHA 'til we arrived in
*  ly,,Amsterdan, “Holland. wc wero all hungry at the time, so wo
7 “found a small placc to ocat and ordorod roast beof "sandwichos.
s ! >Noto: Nevor oat anything in a forcign country if you have
31;4 ko pay for it. Gyps all over the place. Thoy wore 20¢ each
“e . and measured 1x1xl inches. Necdless to say, wo ate thenm,

1 ...]_.\--_-..‘
L&;Jﬁqvﬁ,//ispaid, and dcpartod with the utmost haste.

Commeonts on Amstordam. The pcople there soum to havo gono hog-wild
over apartments. when wo first arrived all that was visible as far as
the oyc could soo wore blocks and blocks of gpartmont houscs. And tho
most suorising thing about it is that thoy werc all ncat and cloean,Tiaore
were hardly any pieces of paper, trash,or junk visiblo on tao strouct.
And insidc it's the samo way, no mcss., Holland is sure a clcan placo,

I wondor why fandom nasn't startcd in tho land of the dikos? Maybo
ilolland is too clcan for fannishness.

~After travoling over hill and dole for a fow moro hours, wo camo
= \ﬁﬁﬁiupon our objcctive for the day: a rcsort hotol on the

\ s North Sca. Aftcer being charged $13 for a moal, we loft
) g ) in the morning. Just as wo passcd thoe city limits I

ot [ e discovorcd I'd loft the wallct in the hotel. Wo drove

s - back and aftor I frantically scerched my room for 20

minutcs, Jim calmly strolled up and told me ho'd found tho wallet in
my suitcasc., arghhh. VWell, wo gaw tho sights of idolland for tho rest
of the day and mado it to Antworp, Bolgium just before nightfall,

———

)

I called Jan at thc numbor he'd scnt me and arrangod for him to



come dowm in 45 minutes. After a whilc I took the olevator down +to tho
lobby and waltcd, Jan was geing to bring hls daughter, Sonja, with him
so all I had to do was spot a man (?) with e littlc girl, Do you know
that moat of tho pcoplc who livo in tho Tourlst Hotcl in Antwerp aro

men and little girls? Somo roally welrd chavic4ers live in that placo,
end that docsn't mean Jim and me, cither, I pickoed up somc fronch .
travel folders, saw I couldn't rcad thom, studlod a w——-— TwWetll

map of .ntwerp, and lookod over tho pooplo in the FITINE R attack
lobby. At lest a man walkod in the door, and ho had| | S pfe dosi o DOTO
a littlc girl with him, too. This wouldn't be so ;Qggééand..“
cxtreordinary, 1f it wasn't for tho fact that tho S 9K Qi?- ‘
fedPow loolted crazy cnough to bo a fan, I docided | O\ *
e Mifsbo toako a chanco, sinco I scmohow know r 5:
Ay~  %hat it was Jan, I got up and walkod y P =
Y eer 2 ovor to him, "ur, Jansen?", I asked, (R S /
S/
& 1€§§@$§ "Yos, "ho repliocd. Contact had been mado.
"erazy ono- I introducod nyself and startod blasting him with
ugh to bo quostions on tho spot. In caso you didn't know, Jan's
a fan.." nemo is pronounced ¥an Yanson. Honco tho namo of this art-

iclo, it ryhmos with con. Do I have to oxplain ovorything?? wWoll, I
took him up to our room and Jim and I roturnod tho coplos of aAuvPHa
wo'd berrowed, Also wo tradod curront issuos of our megs, yours truly
gotting AurHA 10, which wes unjoyod muchly. Jon showed us tho littlo
oxtra things that go with stancil cuttlng, somo of which aro boing
omployod in thish of VOID. Ho told ne oxuctly what my policy should
bo on difforont mattors and I Promptly disagrood with him. Tiero
followod a grand argument I wish I could have rocordod on somothing.
dftor a whilo wo bogan to foel thou pangs of hungor and took tho olo-
vator down to tho rosteurant., 4s wo fod our facos wo also found timo
to (dig)ouss Poto Vorzimor, more fanzino Qolic}, and favoritc writors,

ls ta0 movio rian Callod :otor" roa o Lifo story o orzimor

¢ finished oating just aftor Jan showod Us a plcturo of Ghod iilmgclf,
WAW, whoso statoly pose made mo forgot to but a Big Brother card undor
tho plato,

Evorybody roturnod to tho room and wo talkod about stf for a fow
moro hours, It soums to me that Jan has somo srotty off-trail opinions
on difforont things, Of courso, that's only bocausc thoy don't oxactly
agroo with mino. Jan left at about tun o'clock and wo woro all sorry
to scec him go,

Bofore loaving antwurp in tho morning, wo all strolled dowm a
gtroot and found a picturc which foaturod Rovengo of tho Cronturo.But
Jim and 1 didn't havo timc to sco i1t, furthor on down TNo stroot we
found a largo book storo and bought throc sf volumos which woro un-
obtaincblo through tho rost Exchango ovor horo.

Jan called and said ho'd found somo froo timo at tho office as
somothing was boing hold up and d*d wc¢ nood any holp gotting on the
right road out of intwourp? sinco wo'd alroady obtaincd instructions

o on that sort of thing, we thankod him and lot Jan

‘ 0\{] 7% got back to loafing,
)D ca 7; f Aftcr ovorybody had packud his bags we got in
/ tho car and continuod on our trip, wo spent scvoral

days in Bolgium and suxcmborg, and rcturnod homo
"I didn't join tirod but glad to havo mot snother fan.
fandom,iﬁ Joinod
mol!
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Woll, I'vo boon to the movios and aocre's the
| results:

"'-'A:Ef SERRONE REX

: REVENGI OF TI{E CREATURE is just a rchash of CLEATURE FROM THE
BLACK LAGOON, It has tho same plot with just a longor list of actors.
As tho film opens thrue mon are ontering the Black uagoon on the aita
II (what happened to tho Rita I?), aftor a short fight botween tho
eronturo and o divor, the men oxplodo oharges of dynanito on the sur-
foce of tho lagoon and tho cruep from the doep goos lnto a coma. So
tho mon tako him baoclt to wdmila, whoro John agar and Lori Nelson study
nim till heo oscapes, malla a few poople, and runs ofl 1nto tho ocoan.
After this ho goeos on o rampago and, as ugual, makos off with tho
heroine. This all onds, howovor, with tho croaturoe boing shot in the
beok by somo cops. Tho movio i3 on the samo levol as CREATURE FrOM
THE BLACK LAGOON, so you can form your opinion from thoro.

CONWUEST OF SraCd s o good factual movio taken from a book by
Chosloy Bonostoll and Willy Loy, It all takos place in tho world of
the not too distont futuro whon tho spaco station (tho whoel) has just
boon built and a tiip to tho moon is about to tako placo, At theo last
minuto tho destination is changod to Mara, whon thoy ar.ivo on the

red planot tho captaln trios to rcturn to Earth at tho lecst minute,
just boforo tho J.cnd, Latoer ho trios to blow up tho ship and gets
shot accidontally. ‘he rost of tho crow doos somo roscearch in which
thoy find that 1lifc con oxist on Mars. Just bofore they loavo tho
plenot i1t fills in around thoir ocars and thoy baroly oscapc in timc.
This is nn oxcellont film ao it 48 factual in evory dotail., The pooplo
that producod this film ald a finc job in spoclel offocts as the viows
of the spoco statlion, Larth, and various othor objucta in spaco are
botter than any I'vo ovor soon. A fino view of the world of tomorrow.

?4I8 ISLAND EARTH is tho much-roviowod, much~advortisod movioe
that's supposed to bo so ultra-supor-good. In my opinion 1t isn't,
The plot concorns a sciontiat who 18 rafted into an interplanetary
war. The first part is to be noticed for it's close resemblence to the
book, and the second for it's great uso of special efi'ects. Some parts
of this film were unnecessary, such as the hMutant scene. It also
denies a fow sclentific facts. Good, but it could have beon been better.

1T CAl® £KOM BiliATi THE SEA i1s the typical stf terror tale
about a huge thing from the sea., In this case the huge thing is ar
octipus that attacks 8an rFransisco and does guite a bit of damage., ~b




should be recommeaded L€ just for the apeciel effects on the glant octl-
Fus, wiich aroe good, -

Thepre's g naw roge beolt cut called the Fogn seock-A-Book, Keily 1s
in his uguel grand style in thig book. It will bo of special intersst
to sf fans ag it ccntalns a vakooll on 1984,

It irks me to think of the number of writors that create stories
of the normal-man-truinsferred-te~a~world-thie-slze~of-an-atom themes.
Theso theomos are based on tho theory that the atom 1s a minature solar
system, I con think of four good reasons why thils 1s impossiable,Theoy
are as follows:

1. The solar system 1s based on gravabational force. The atom 1s
based on oclectrical force, thorefore the energlos and speeds in the
atom are many times greater +than tlie ones in our solar system, Also
thore are sizo difilercnces in the wlancts of our systom, but not in
the atom.

2, Tho sun in our system contains €9% of all the mass of all the
systom, while in the atom thore L3 littlo diffewenco botween tho sizes
of tho protons, oloctrcnec, muviwreng. oiad nuclous,

3. The types of orbits in tho two systems are different, too. In
our system the planets revolvo around tho sun on ono plane, the ecli-
ptic., In the atom the electrons clrcwlate around tire nuclcus on diff-
erent planes,

4, Ihe planets rovolve around tho sun at different gpoods, Mars
takes two yoars, Saturmn 20%, and Pluto 248. The gpeod an  clastron
whirls around 1t's auvcleus is gsome thoutandg of millilon millions
times ovory socond.

Any comments on this subjoct?

NEWSY NOTES Donald Z, Koyhoo's bool, "Tho flying Saucers trom Outer
Tpaco™, will bo mado into a movio tiltled "ittack of tho FLying Saucers'.
e o o AMAZING has gone monthly.....FAHRINHEIT 451 by Ray Bradbury is to

be tonlovised and possibly made into a movie.....1584 is belng mado

into a movie.....TV's Spaco XPatrol has folded.,....Guy Madlison 1s to
star in a prchistoric monstor picturec, THI BEAST 0f HOLLOW MOUNTAIN,,
veoIF and IMAGINATION havo gone wi-monthly.....LLANET 1s gono.....

nll but two U.S, reprints in Britian have folded

This 1s the lagt Observation rost. A new colunn which will roviow
pockot books, movies, ond all othur itoems

will start ncxt issuo, 1111 still writc 1t,
but it will have a much greator scopo and I
think it'l1l brirng moro ploasure to me and

maybe oven you than this ono,. liopo you liko

my now columm,
glUV?L

TO A SraCTBUG li!ll!

: ~"4 pocket was soaring into apecc,
[ [ _ It's toam of four way roady in placo.'—
b G R 7
%~ ¢ 2 9y < 4 .‘-{-) 1lcnu.ﬂ.10;l..gn
O!(‘ bw,j‘ where ‘s Equations sol].vod without ono mistake,
R ] T3 7*1 Computors still working - 3o much at stake !
< S€é/ton ( Eut all the computors on iarth nevor can
so0lvo tho unknown quantity: m an !
-=--4Ann Stoul
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b, Ann Stcul
lie had checkod tho machine a thousand timos at least., sverything
was 1In place. Somenow and somewhoro, he kncw, thero were points in
the eternal chain of roactions, wnich gave the perfect coordinatcs
for travcl in time,

The diff'eront aspocta and rolations of matter, space and time
would bc¢ roadable on tho msteindicator, Tho weak point in tho wholo
structuro was tho scquence, in which effoct and cause linkod thc
othor factors,

Of courso therc might be othcr weak links too, but that quos-
tion could only be scttled by tho final experiment, tho ono he wag
going to make right now.

whilc he was waking nhis last check, ho wondered whether he
should havec provided for anotacr planc, which would tako caro of cm-
otional problems for, aftcr all, the human cloment had beon delt
short in the working of mcchanical laws. but it was too latc now. He
had to try the tool just as it was. The very next nour would cither
carry him back to thc 18th century or bring nis ultimatc defoat,

Here hoe was, Harry Willisbury, 36 yoars of age, tall and dark.
Hoere he was, a man of tac 20th contury, and abovo all, thc inventor
of' the timo machinc¢, Ml of confidence in the soundncess of ais
reasoning, h¢ had constructed this device as thc final rosult of
ycars of resoarch, he took his bag; and went into the cubicle, 4 Low
switchivs werc activatcd and immodiately tic apparatus was aumming;,
So far all was woll, The cluctronic indicators worlccd smoothly,

Ancad of him lay his first birth, bchind him a short chain of
reincarnations, abruptly halted in the 20th century by his own fool-
ishncss, why did hc have to invont a timc machinc¢, Thorc was no
futurc for aim, only the past---thc samc past lived all over again.,
floc had neglccted the auman oloment when he built the time travoling
device, and ho would do it again in a few conturics. So that was
what happrenud to invontors of timc maciinus waon timc was not yct
ripe for tho invention,

Harry foll into tho OpCn mouth of a dark channel, Blackncess and
warmth cngulfcd him. Ho would havo likcd to rost, but a strunge forcc
urged him on, Suddcnly thero was Pain, io eric¢d loud as his cyus
opencd to thoe light and awaronoss slowl: fadod away., "wnat a lusty
littlo fellow, "dHeinrich von Willburg told his wifo as ho took als
ncwpgrn son into his arms.Tho yoar was 874 A.J., Novor trust a timo
machino,
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readers

Well, whatta' ya' know, a new title!! And the letters are longer,
more interesting, and more fannish this time, too. How's that fer an
improvement? I warn you: if you're stupid enough to send a letter to me
if it gets pubbed at all the best and juiclost parts (in your opinion)
will be chopped to bits, And if you dare write me you have a small chan-
ce of getting in the department you are reading now, so ya' better yell
long and loud if you don't want your missive printed. You have been
warned. By the way, Jim cuts tho letters now, so I'm not to blame. ook
out, here thoy comé,....

JULIAN rA%R, Hauptstrasse 66, Rodenkirchen/Kaein, Gecrmany,
jubilates.,.....Waal, wad'yoc know! rleascd tor meot yuh,

pardner--and all the rest of 1t, I was quito taken ahack whon T rocelv-
cd your ohivcucly American onvelope with the Germsn stamp: hubs was very
pleaced 4o 2ind thet there was ancther “foreign' fan out hero. I was
rarticulanly pleaced to find that youiro a fancd. boyoboy. T'd heard of
VOiID, but never knew i% was publiched in Germany - and here‘s me,
working up a eweat trying to get the rirst Germen fanzine organizod -
and it was horo all tho timo! s

I kad thought of "Alpha" a3 being an organ for fnglishespoaking
Germsn fans’ ({nopo, Jan's AuLrHA is pubbed in Bolgium end isnostly for
British fans. He %ries to get somo Continental fans into his mag but so
far he's only got a few peoplos.)) (thero must be a behitoer phraso -
poerhaps Gorfans?) - but of course VOID might be considered to havad the
better claim, since 1% is publisiiod on heiliger dcutszhor Bodon. ((I
know oxactly what Jan will say about this, but I'm going to lct kim
have tho first shot. I stand as ifort Sumpter.))

Thorv was no chance of hoelping a German fandom %o cstablish itself
without a rcgular promag, but now that UTOrIA has filloed this “"slot'
(I beliove that is tho amorican ofrialeso!) I am full of hope. The fow
Englich--spcaking fans who aro alrcady in touch with international fan-
dom can play an Important rolo in introducing German fandom ©o oldor
fandema cnd wildor ficlds, walter idrnsting, odiltor of Ubtopiz, ftrom U
1s a Trufan in that ho 1s not only intorecsted in the suce- s T
ess of his magazine but also in assisting the bizrth of 5&%%25ﬁ?“
Gerfandom: a couplc of issues ago he started a readers ;  Jh
speak department ((I know, he's sent mo copies.)); and ‘ RS
in the last 1ssue he announced Utopia's support for \ Gy
the concept of German fan clubs. Ernsting, incidentally, (Ce—" \'&
is in"close touch with 4sj Ackersan, who supports Utopis ST
in many ways. All tho lights are turning to greon, and '?k 4%5;
the way lies opon for Gerfandom. Thore is just this im- N— 1;‘
patient interregnum during the summor, when holideys Forry \A; wﬁ¥
diaturb and evenings are light and pleasan®. Mne “he R o Veradn
daxk suiwmin evenlings crzivo there will bhe fovnbs -of fonnc oolinging up
all ecver Gewmony, fnd Utopia will be the mein comnecthing link for the
time being, Tox thiivgh Utopia the fans will »e able %o gobt ©o mow

» -4.C



other readors in the same town or city. Walter irnsting and I have hopes
for a German convontion noxt year: and I am already raising hopes for
m=osm—rreZi= o World Conventlon in Gormany in 1961 (because that

B0 ot e ¥ year rhymes so wecll - "Lc Bonn Con® Bonn in 61! or, as
Tty N KLAnn Stoul suggested, the BIGGERMANCON!)

= Tho obvious next step is a German feonzine, a
fanzine in German, Utopia is a promag and it cannot be

Il”l

qt N expected to devote too much spacc to fanac., (In any
Q59 case, I don't think it would be too advisabloe for fan-
JTsze Jrﬂ-&ﬂ' dom to bocome too dependent on a pronag.) Thero are
g -

R many potential fan subscribers and contributors (I

Heads/.t wb- have 50 addresses alroady; walter crnsting has more);
lish o ferurz e/ but few of them have any idea of a fanzine -~ so they
must be shown for the first fow months, until they found their own!

Incidentally, if Waltor Splogl told you I was a "Blimcy" ho's
screwy! Ho must have mont & "wLimey! - I'm told that this is a favor-
ite Amcrican term for an Englishman, It comes from the old British
navy, in tho days when scurvy was a mcnacce to sailors who lived for
weeks on salted meat and biscults, with no fresih fruit or vegetables
to provlide vitamins, It was found that if tiiwc sallors drank lime
julcc rcgularly thoy wouldn't got scurvy - so they drank it! And bo-
camo known as "bLimcys". Tho word "Blimey" is a Cockney coxclamation -
often combincd with other "words' such as "cor blimecy" or "Cor blimcy
luvaduck!" I'm afraid I cain’t offer an cxplanation of thosc!

So here'!s VOID, which I liked vory much, You'll soon get used to
tho du.licator and have u finc looking mag. ((lot's hopc so)) But may
I suggcst that Jim get the local stationer's or office equipment shop
to show him all the various artist's dcvices he can usc for stoncils:
he's got great scopc and should make the most or it, ({Jjim's becn
down to tho noarest office supply storc and he's not going back for
quito a while., Thc clerk, dirty rat that he is, cachanted my dear
brothcr whith tho things hé could have te improve his art work "only
fer a small sum". I'd agroed beforc hand, thinking he'd get just a
few things, to pay half of the cost. Brains. iy wallct doflatod so
swiftly I looked around tho shop in caso anything had fallcn out.))

I 500 that the inside front cover is blank: oh pur-lcasoc usoc uo the
papoer! vhat a pity to waste it! ((yes, what a pity!)) I scc you'ro
in touch with 4nn - It!'ve only just heard that sho's in tho hospital,
and cxpects to have to lay thorc for six months. Poor kid - just as
sh¢ was looking forward to tho Twerpcon.((a kid is a small goat!))

I'11 skip Captain Vidco as I havon't had tho pleasurc-and hurtlo
mysolf at Joec Gibson, whoso article was lik: a poke in tho oyo for mo.
Not bccauso of it's subjoct-mattor (I think tho wiholc of fandom
should take an intorost in deovelopments horce in Germany and help
where they can) but for othor rcasons whicih I'll try to oxplain,

But firstly, is therc so littlo nuws about fandom and sf in Germany ?
I must admit I haven't soun any reports mysclf, but I undcrstood that
Walt Spicgl has becn scnding roports across regularly for rantasy-~
Timcs; furthormore 4sj i1s fully in tho picturc by roason of his closo
association with Waltor Ernsting and Utopia. If thc position ig not
known "over therc"- thon you, my dear Grog, had bottor do somcthing
about it!((Lot's of things aro buing done, and W.S.'s gtuff has boun
in ¥-T scvoral timca, foro ncws is on the way to Jim Taurasi now.))

Scionce fiction is struggling along as it strugglod so long in
Englend -- without the advantago knglish fans had bocforo thc war of
bolng ablc to obtain U3 romaindor pulps at fantastically cheap
priccs. On the othor hand thorc arc a large numbor of Gorman sf novols

(I have a 1ist of 250 mysolf already) -- and on the othor hand again
the public library service over here is miserable, so that tho adver-



ago reader of Utopia i3 unable to obtain morc thon tae odq motheaten
novel or two in his local library, and then 1s left sitranded vntil
Utopia cowmes out again. (In fact this enforcod continence will pro-
vide fountains of energy if sublimated to fanac!)

Or they can buy science-fiction novels: there are a number.on
the market. Now, Greg. you make the point that Utopia is expensgive =
much too exyensive. But this needs furthor comuent: all Geirmon read-
ing matter is expenaive. Consider: a German newspaper co§ts 20%.v;
pfennigs: Utopia costs 5 times as much, Not unroasonablei So althcugh
Dii 2 means a lot to a German, it is not an unresonable prics under
the circumstances prevailing here., ((Okay, so I made a mictaite.
Alripght;! Get off my back!)) Soon there will bo a UTOPIA-Sonderbsnd
publisned. It will offer four novelettes, a few short-snorts, and a
few departments -~ for D 1,50 = a quarterly if it catches on with
the roacers (as I expect it will), ({I know about that now mag.
Julian, 4As a amatter of fact, walt had me write a short story for 1it,
Glad he did, cause the money will help me out with thiszh o YernL))

Now Joo Gibson gets my goat, as I saild., Not becausce of his opin-
ions, but becausoe of his sentiments., They are like salt in a raw
wound, In fact, I should shut my fat mouth right now, for all I know
I am projudiced. But whon I read "Every Nazi I over met was merely
a crackpot...! LATER-—no, no, I've re-roud Joe tibson's article and
tried to be fair and find that I'd been reading things into Jt which
wercn't tiere, Accopt my apologles, Joe, 3orry.

Tho trouble is, I an a convinced civilian, who despitec my own
wartime service have a doep distrust of the military's influence on
devolepments. This 1s puro prejudice, I know, but it's ono of my
faults you'll have to bear with, Love me, love my dog! ({I find i3
very distastoful to think of anything or anybody oven liking you a
1i%tle bit, I liko dogs, but...oh, are you marrioed?}) I'm afrold I'm
The wcak-knoed typo who has morc respeoct for Man's pcacablo pursuits,
and who is always roady to choecr when a nation .avolds a war cr sliows
it fights unwillingly and with disgust at it's own (necessary)
actions. ({Grrrrrrrr. Another one of thcm pcacoemongers!! baotter watch
i1t, kid......NoWw herc's a letter from tac toy pro in Goemmany, tho
only pro, in facteesees))

WALT BRNS1I8G, magpichteroth/3icgkrs., Velken, Germuny,

who reportsS.ee.... hcturncd from rrankfurt. iiad a nice
meeting with Walt Spiegl, Julian Parr, and kay 4. Gallun. Wc met in
the AMBERICAN EAPR1S3S, where Walt S.iogl works, Gailun is a nice old
chap who was vory pleased to moet some Gorman fans. (I was travoling
all together 400 Kilomcters to speak with mr. Gallun,) wo went in a
small hotel with terrible big prices, had a bottle of wine and sever=-
ai glasses of a dangerous sort of beer, and after that some Munchener
and Nirnberger wurstchen., The best thing was that kay was a fsn too-
not exactly a mad one, but quite a remarkable one, We had a Lct of
fun and got to 4now that itay is staying a month or so in Tubingen
before he leaves for Egypt to look for somc aliens ne believes to
live under tiie sands of the S3ahara.

After two hours of conversing Ray was quite drunk. We took some
nice snaps and walked nim over to his hotel. "You are nice chaps here
in Germany!"he told us, meaning Julian rarr,too. *t
"I will the fans in America how nice you are. Do e
not worry, they will helpy you!" 50 we left him Céi:) E)

and wished him good luck., 5)
By the way, we had to leave nim., He had a
date with a redheaded girl-and redheaded girls /
are qulte a dangerous lot.((Uh......yeah.)) B TiM
Wioll, dear Greg ((now, why does everybody call me dear??)),%
that 1s my report of yesterdays Frank-Con, A private ron-hnt - ean!?



thanks for VOID, (VOID stinks on page 13!) But nevor mind:; I sin-
cerely hope you will rrint a nice and long retraction 4n the 32d 2asue
of VOID, when you do that you may toll your fans ((;my fang?)) “nas
UTOr TA-Grossbang has a letter column, since .end 19, J% g called
METEORITAN ang brings letters from the readers, articles by Aaclterman,
and book and film reviows. That was the first step %o fandom-and I had
some nice results, I am sure Aon Steul doesn't know of it, because ghe
doesn't lilke UTO-IA g0 much,
In UTOLIsa 22 (METEOKITHN) I founded the SCILNCE FICYION C..UB
-QEPTSCHuAND. That is the rirat and only club over hore and I hope %o
81} -
3

unite in this Club
all Goyman fans, But
I hope %00 thas +he
'old' fens are will-
ing to help mo ond
do not fail ic COOp
érate with the noo-
fans, (The old trou-
ble in other coun-
tries -~ and in Ger-
many, too!)

and that is
where you can heln
{ me! *ublish in VOID
the fact that I
founded the club,
((done)) rresidont
of honor is Forry
Ackerman, To spreai
SF all over Germany
I estabiished g spe
librery with books

< {: LA
. VN Lﬁ.' A

Chfs St | /T W sent to me by aAmeri-
iy, 7e le. L, can fans, Tell your
s S e e readers that I necd

more books and more mags for my club, I lend them out fo» nothing to
Overy member of the club, ((Okay, all Jou guys who have stacks of old
mags and pbg vwalting to bo thrown away, why don't Jou gend them to
Walt? Thoy'1l phe 8oing to a good cause and I'm sure walt will apnre-

In tho lettepr colum of UTOrIA I Just bring the nows of the club,
Very littlc only, but later I want to start the fanmag ANDHOMEDA in
the Goran language for the German fans, I've got a fan who will do
the mimeo, Mipst issue out in October. ((Glad fo hear something ig
happening on the Gerfandom sceno, Walt, Keop up tho good work!!))

ANN STEUL, 17 falkenstrasse, Wetzlar/Lahn, Germany,mutters, ,

First of all I want to offer you My most hearty congratula-
tions on g Job well done, Whatever Peoplo might Say now, at least VOID
has becoms readable, This ig not exclusively bertinent to the printing
elthor, but alsg in so far as the large amount of it's content is con-
cerned, ((Aw, shucks, (whisper) we didn't do much,)) of course you
might have found 1t in your hearts, (bless you) to check a little clo-



¢

Cempbell, publisihod DY rabol-Vorleg in Utopin. for this trans-
lztion ¥ have nob yebh booa peid. But that 45 no fanldy of Walte
ep Lrasbing, whio is handliag Ttonia, Wao radel-Verlag, this
haa bogn vorifiod b7 enctinoD 20ulCe, hag padd the Literany
Aeericy who #OLG mY fwanelabion, When I hove noh yev roccived
ny awe, whlg is solely to be Wlsand on tho Literairy Agoncy
neas Hennovor. 3o yon cannob gyonrls cbhout dalvor Ernating dnvo-
lved in hedy acalandlland T won't Iremw now an, xhent, walt?))

Whilo cimeussing Utopia I told you I had dono a ¢ranslation of
1)

1 do rod know whers Fou nnd your oxns shat afbormoca in wWetzlar, and
Gron elwoys had nis nosgc in one boolk or wnothor {{There was an issue
of BYZi I hada'y ssen In your collaction and el T 4dld wae glance
#hrough 1t o 1ittlo pit, .. W, .. .w0kl, maybo I &id read acmo boack
Issuos of EVE, bab thas's all,)), bul I dlatlnculy vemomher tolling
you pboub Uie AGHnST, sinco Lt nes anothor sf transliatieon by mo
which hes not job boon pald for, fo ploago bo so kind and isuuwoe a
gtosomens to this behalf in your nost VOID. ((Youlve alroady done 1%,
Aon, so lots drop tho auhjoct, hmmmual?;)

tno iring Ls sure, nows Lravols fest in fandom, X mwust bo ono
of ihe wowst auskors arowd, I gob dolugod with fenzincs, Tho bittor
thing js, I cannct rosist, and 1L tihcy arce hall worth 1t-I sub-
seribo, orbunatoly thoe prozines do not have tho same customers or
I would soon heve to sleep o? Zin??a ??ig has to Sgop aomo??w! now
about an advortisement in VOID? @l{woll,l Adunno, Wlee.ssee
VI e s
Hoer ve allls rfon/ifam Ann Stoul woents all fan ceditora to know that
sho will undex no circunsgbancces subsseibe to any more fanzines ov-
er, So Lf 7ou gend unagled fow productiona of your fertile minds,
do not ocxmect coirna in return - and that i finall"
Il s IIIITIII LT LT T
(lahoerats o freo ad, but no more, understana? No more.))

>

é?; JAN JansEd, 229 Porohcnl sl Borgornout,  AnNTworp, Bolgium,
e goeg halfecpany and ravesS...s. Your titlo pugo: sut up at

\*' fhe consonta Meving Ly nearly elyight, thoush I fail to
Wl scu o penson vo wentlon Jim'a nano. Wwouldn't it have been
4 sufficont to jusbt says oll 1llos by Jirs? I cbjoct most
\”; Y stroncly to your hwadlog, tnoush, rmowing from contact

J "Nthat you don'tu drini alcohclica, I don't see why you

<\ /:fyf"should montion: Boozo sold howol Yhai is cnly following
=g the lead of othora, why donlt you aturd plugging cola or
corfeo or scmeinlng. That might dvew 20m0 ingoreating romarks.
Anvway, it would be somothing cngiroly out of the rui of things,
whnich thils isa't. Wouldat!e iv bo bebtor ;ust Lo atick to Chela?
Untio tho Chole drinkcrs oi tho world? {{kight il sor yoars poeoplo
1iko a cortaiil J.3, (not Jim, the Jim you're thinking of anyway.
A cortain Jim with tho last nomo of Bopwandeo-Ll-y.) havo given
noa~fans Bad Improsasicag of fendem, XL sl 1s to grow this sort
of thing has to g¢, Start dxinking things liko repsi~Colu, Goke,
RChola, and othors. Give pcoplo & good impression and wo will soon
have a biggcr fandom, Perhaps evon a bottor fandem, who knows? So
al) you drunk fans—roformf{! Roform for a better Lfandom!!

That wial you moan, Jan?))

CIIAS. ATHLY, 195 Dixio Hwy, Hamllton, Chio, goabs....

fhanlkg for thoe mag. May I ask what letvor or sunpin'
premptod you to send it to mo? As most of the Lottors, etec, T
write orc aimed at controversy, if I only know which one started
VOID my way i could try to start sumpin', I 1ike to arguc with
pocple fav-far away, by mail, I £ind this agroos with my roligion-
T am an crthodon coward end I detest bodily injurics, thoy hurt.



I don't have tho slightoat 1doa how I'm going to sond a guarter
to Germany, mobbo you can use stamps, huh? You bottoer, causo that's
what I'm gonna' do. ((Noto to any of you pooples who might want to
sond me somo monoy in tho futuro, I can usc stamyps, oithor 2¢, 3¢, or
6¢ alr mall, Tako your pick. If you cain't use or get stamps, evory
once in a whilo I tako it into my littlo hoad to sub to somo Amorican
fanzino, So I can alwayas use quartors, diliass, niocklos, and stuff liko
that, Vh yoah, I got your addross from a guy with tho initals of h.=z.,
does that holp you any?))

WALT ScIBGL, 1 rlattorstrasso, Niedernhauson/1s, Gormany,

roanblos. ... Thru courtesy of Ann Steul I roeceived numbera
1 & 2 of VOID, I had no 1doa you boys wore syponding your time and
monoy oditing a fanzino over hore in Germany, a country known for it's
near totel lack of active sf fandom, owcover, thore aroc indications
now that a German sf club will como into existance in the not so vory
distant futuro, and, if I'm not mistakon, it will neod tho hely of you
boys. ((It sue duz, man, and me an' Jimbo are sho' helpin' out.))

3cmo comments ro VOID: Neodless to astross, tho 2nd ish was better

than no, 1, Joc¢ Gibson's contribution "The Improbable wuest" was an
oxccilont nleco of fan literaturo. iut a tractor beam on that guy!
What tho zino nouds, howover, is a good artist for covers and interior-
s. ({I was undor tho impression that I had ono. Will soo if I can pry
some maro atufl out of Jou, but it'll bo protty hard., Joe')ll be busy
for a couple of weoks, for roason seouv Dick Ellington's lottor boelow,))

DICK EuLINGTON, 113 W, 84th St,, Now York 24, N.Y,.,, babblos

«++«.The cover, winilo not particularly woll drawn, is cuto
(you shovld pardon the oxprossion) and ditto tho insido illos, Hoo-
morous y'lknow. I'll votc for the cartoon covoers ovor thc sorious oncs
uvnless you can latch onto somo roally hot artist. ((moro cracks (tho
thls ono wasn't moant that way) about tho art)) Gibson is intcrosting
as usual. By thce by, horo's a new address for him, to bc usod aftor
tho labor day wockond: 6708 South loerrill, Chicago, Ill, Joo has dono
got himsoll cngaged and gets marricd tho 25th to koborta Collins.
{\Gad, ancthor man lost to tho wolves! will this over ond?))

Your fenzino roviows werc good, maybo tho bost thing in the ish,

Tho GALALY cheeklist is an odd idea and would Probably provo useful-
but only i you put out a sories, covoring a3 many mags as possible,
Wiil cave this onc anyway and seo if you last long onough to put out
& whole scrlcs. ((Tho checklist is no wore, Dick, but I know we'll
lacgt Long cncugh to put out checklists of ovory mag in cexistanco.))
Loolking »zek ovor that mimeo work it's vory good instcad of just
better, Got nothing moro to say and no moro timo to say 1t in anyway.
Will cpelouc a quarter for a fow more of thoso, ((Goshwow, now I can
get a sub to cnother crudzino!l)).

e Wcll, thorc isn't room for any morc

: = lottors, and besides, I haven't got
any moro good lcttors.to print. So that
onds tiao lttrs. In caso you might havo
a wmomont with nothing to do in, and
- S docido to writc, our addross is on tho
L av] contents pago.

N L\\ I'm running out of spaco, as usual, so
vl Jou can go on to my sccond cditoral and
be charmecd by more of wmy deathloss
prosc., Go on, don't bou afraid.
X AN I'1l sce ya' in this same column
Vi ' next timoe with somo lettors maybo
oven better tian theso.
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{ continued from pagec 10 )
nonc, as 2 gmatter of fact, write Dick Ellington, 113 w., 84th St.,Now
tori 24, N.Y, if you're in the States, ond be quick about it. This
zinc is wortih getting.

'MAGNITUDE, nelph Stopenhorst, yo ed. 409 west Lexington Drivo, Glendale
e o Quarterly, fotoffsct, This iasue, the second, 1is somcwhat
bettor In my opinlon. For one thing, tho off'sot Job is botter, and the
type 1s cloar 2s a result, The hoadings of this mag arv almost profcsg-
lonal. The usc of black and white hatchings i3 sort of now to me¢, and
tho picturcs Irom tho CONQUEST Or SPACHK ero great. Howover, I cain't
holp but think that this sort of thing has a limited audience thoese
days. Tho editor has statcd that hic aopes tho mag would gomeday carn
the title of “"fandom's Astounding”. I mysolf wouldn't want that kind
of rcputation, as a fennish zino has moro cppeal to me. But Kalph
isn't me, so good luck, and I hopo you carn that title! A good oxamplo
of this typc zine, and if that aproals to you, got this.Oppps,price 10¢.

£3I, Lylo Amlin, od, 307 i, florida, Hémet, Culif., Irregular, about onc
a month, 5S¢ por, duplicotod, This fanzine is onc of tho smallcost I'vo
cvor socn, and thc matcrial isn't too good, eithcr. For somec roason,
the cditor has declded to havo two cditorals, thus crowding out moro
matcrial by othoer pecoplo. Lylc ropoats himsclf scvoral timos in the
eds, which maltes thun ovon more wortinless. Tho Tar rits of rhandoum
is ono of tho fogglest articles I've soun in ages, completo with an
eppralsal of fendom which says nothing new at all, I bet the guy that
wroto 1t, Vch Nictz, copiled it from.ono of Vernon McCain's articlos
that shows up ovory so oftcn, Tho bost thing in thc zine by somcone
othcr than thu od is a roviow of ©:I3 ISuAND ZAKTH by Juanita Coulson.
for somoc strango rcason, tho, I likod tho two cditorals by Lylo. He
has a protty ood style, but ho nocds to uxoend tho mag a lot. rorhaps
somoeday, Lyle, you'll bc a top faoned. But you won't got thero with this
zinc, I'm afraid. Takc it or lcavo it,

Only ono more lino!Byo now, and send all your crudzines to me if
You want them mangled likc tho above. Now you may turn the pago.
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as$. ... by GAB (my initials, in case you didn't lmow.

mhig s the last stencil 1 ty,.e this lsauo. As soon a3 you finigh
this i%t wlll bo a whole two months before VUILD will be gecn. Area’l ,ou
sorrr youve finished the isasue?.....I've just been informed by walt
Fraghing that forry Ackerman will read thish of VOID, Imagine! 1ihe
great 4e veading this little fan's efiorts. iMorry, if you're out there
lsst in the great readership of this sterling magazine, I just wan® To

G on e now what would [ want to say to sorry Ackerman? Undoubtedly
a million thoughts will pop into my wind as.coon as this stencil 1is run
[ (o A This fan s just geiting to know Britisi fandor, and I must say

it's sure got quality! Chuck, walt, Ving, Bosh, Jomm, and all those
others are sure good writers, foo bad they're sritish, tho......(don't
throw anything, fellers, I didn't moan 2ETE)

The oditoral, now that I look back at it, scems sort of atuffy.
Don'%t know why, but it just seams to be neo-fannish,...rlease excuse
the margins this issue, The macaine we have will never be able to do
halfway decent murgins on top and bottom, so we took the way that would
give the most space. Okav??.....1'm arraid during the winter VOID will
be a fow pages smaller, because of tno school work I'm going to have
to do, But don't let that stop you from contributing, no sirrec!! VOID
will probably be a little late, too, because of the same thing.

Jen, in his article thish,askoed how I could help Gerfandom gekb..
on it's feet if I have no knowledge of the German languagc. well, I
plan to publish a introduction to fandom in German shortly after tnls
issue goes out, by getuing Jullan .arr to Transiate it. Also I cana:
contribute to the fortheoming German fanmag. And I can nclp witly the
convention to bo held next year, besldes, l'm taking a coursoc in
advinced German this year, so maybe that will holp.

iunming out of space (gad, but it goes fast!) so I'll see you

next issue. Yors, -/Fi/k:?///

VOID,
% LG, Col, J.A. ienford, RZIURN POSTAGE GUARANTLUSD
Hq, 5%4th FQAO Bno,

APO 169, New York, N.Y.

Hore's VOID: i
You've contributed, (#Y Ploase reply b¥.
You is a subber, ( ) This 13 the lai
You i3 a member of tho 87CD. unless you do somels
Wanna' trade? ( ) You are a BNF iIN%
This here is a sample;good? ( ) British,( ) AmersZany
Will'ya' pliez roview this? <fandom, Good for you! M
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